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NATIONAL NSW ROADS

Beaches Link should not be built: transport
expert

A new tunnel connecting Sydney's northern beaches to the north shore under Middle Harbour will fail to ease
traffic congestion and should not be built, according to a leading transport academic.

Michelle Zeibots, the research director of the Transport Research Centre at the University of Technology Sydney,
criticised the NSW government's promise to build the Western Harbour Tunnel and Beaches Link, at an estimated
cost of $14 billion, describing the business case as "poor".

"The northern sector can’t generate big toll-paying traffic volumes so significant government subsidies would be
needed to build the proposed tunnels," she said.

"If a frank assessment is ever conducted by government of these motorways, a strong business case won’t be
found and none of them will be built."

By Andrew Taylor

4 November 2018 — 12:00am

North Shore parents such as Sally Cameron and Larissa Penn have expressed concerns about the proposed Beaches Link. NICK

MOIR
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Dr Zeibots, who gave similar evidence to the NSW parliamentary inquiry into WestConnex, said Sydney's
northern beaches and north shore would receive the most benefit from a new rail line.

Her criticism adds to mounting concerns expressed by some residents and local councils about the project and
comes as the NSW Roads and Maritime Service extends its deadline for community feedback until December 1.

An RMS spokesman said in a statement: “The Western Harbour Tunnel and Beaches Link will make it easier,
faster and safer to get around Sydney and create a new western bypass of the CBD.”

Dr Zeibots said some traffic would shift if the motorways are built, but road space would "quickly be eaten up" by
motorists making new trips: "This is what we call induced traffic growth and it always happens after a new
motorway is opened."

"Most traffic currently using Mona Vale, Warringah and Military Roads in the morning peak is local traffic — trips
with origins and destinations in the local area. So it won’t shift to the motorway tunnels.

"Traffic volumes inside the tunnels will not fill to full capacity, but traffic on the surface roads that feed the
tunnels will." 

Dr Zeibots said the main reason for building the Western Harbour Tunnel and Beaches Link motorways was to
generate more traffic to "fill and justify WestConnex Stage 3".

"That’s why it's on the agenda," she said. "I can't see any other."

The state government has released a detailed design for the tunnels, but Gladys Berejiklian, the NSW Premier
and member for Willoughby, said it was “subject to community consultation and change”.

She also said the state government was “committed” to minimising disruption while delivering the project.

UTS academic Michelle Zeibots said the only rationale for the Beaches Link was to strengthen the poor business case of
Westconnex. ANNA KUCERA
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“We know the Western Harbour Tunnel and Beaches Link are important projects that will benefit the wider road
network,” Ms Berejiklian said.

“At the same time we are improving public transport links, including the B-Line bus rapid service to the Northern
Beaches."

A spokesman for Transport for NSW said there had been a "massive uplift" in public transport to the north shore
and northern beaches since 2011, with more than 10,000 additional weekly services.

However, parents such as Sally Cameron, whose children - Amelia, 10 and Lachlan, 12 - attend Cammeray Public
School, fear the tunnel will impact their children's health, safety and welfare.

“There is proposed to be 24/7 tunnelling in Cammeray and Naremburn and I am concerned about the noise and
construction impacts of this on my children for five to six years,” she said.

Mrs Cameron said she was worried about the effect of pollution and air quality on her children.

“My son plays soccer at Cammeray Oval, which is less than 300 metres from two [proposed] unfiltered stacks. The
kids have school sport in local parks, which are also within a very short distance from the stack.”

Netball and baseball players have also expressed anger about playing next to a construction site for the tunnel.

Traffic congestion has been worsening in the northern beaches as public transport and road infrastructure has
failed to keep pace with population growth.

Michael Regan, the mayor of the Northern Beaches Council, said: “For many years residents of the Northern
Beaches have been calling for a solution to the appalling traffic gridlock they experience commuting over the Spit
Bridge each day.”

Cr Regan said there was "broad support" for a tunnel, but residents also wanted more public transport to
employment centres such as St Leonards and North Sydney as well as Macquarie Park and Chatswood.

“What I’ve heard is that there is broad support across the beaches for the Beaches Link tunnel as vital
infrastructure but also serious concerns about the local construction, traffic and environmental impacts,” he said.

North Sydney Council, meanwhile, has identified various concerns relating to the tunnels, which the Herald
reported in 2017 would cost $14 billion to build. The council welcomes the potential to reduce traffic on local
roads, but is concerned about the infrastructure and environmental impact especially during construction.

Andrew Taylor

Andrew Taylor is a Senior Reporter for The Sydney Morning Herald.

The Beaches Link will bypass the Spit Bridge, which is often congested. JAMES BRICKWOOD

https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/beaches-link-sport-north-shore-tunnel-20181026-p50c4x.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/blacktown-by-the-sea-residents-face-obstacle-course-just-to-get-on-a-bus-20180528-p4zhwj.html
https://www.smh.com.au/by/andrew-taylor-hvebi
https://twitter.com/smh_andrew?lang=en
javascript:void(0);

