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Dear Parents and Citizens of CPS, 

We understand that, like us, you are concerned about the health and safety of your family. 

In October 2017, the RMS published the scope of proposed road projects which have the potential to directly impact 

our school and our health and safety over the next 6 years. Funding for these projects has been announced as part of 

the recent state budget and the planning and approval process is well underway. 

A group of concerned parents, with various backgrounds and professional qualifications, have reviewed the scoping 

documents, scientific papers and relevant newspaper articles to put together the following information report. We 

hope this report helps you to understand the range of impacts specific to our school catchment of Cammeray and 

Naremburn (and the surrounding suburbs). 

You might like to read the whole report or simply click on the circle below to go to the issue you are most concerned 

about.  
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Background 

Our Cammeray Public School Catchment Zone: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Northern Beaches Tunnel Route: 
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Snapshot of All Upcoming Projects: 

 Beaches Link and Gore Hill 
Freeway 

Western Harbour Tunnel and 
Warringah Freeway Upgrade 

Sydney Metro; City and Southwest 
project 

Time Line 5-6 years  (2019-2025?) 5-6 years (2019-2025?) Commenced - 2024 

Kms 7.5km tolled tunnel 7 km tolled tunnel Twin 12.5km Metro Tunnels 

Cost Combined estimate $7.2 - $14 Billion1 2 $11.5-12.5 Billion3 

Operations 24hrs/ 7 days 24hrs/ 7 days 24/7days with rest periods 

Inclusions in 
Area 

Ventilation Stacks, portals Ventilation Stacks/ Portals, Major 
Expressway Widening 

Stations, portals, substation 
(Artarmon) 

Portals Cammeray and Artarmon Cammeray and Inner West Chatswood 

Route Cammeray, under Naremburn, 
Artarmon and Northbridge to 

Seaforth 

Harbour tunnel from Rozelle, 
under Waverton, St Leonards to 

Cammeray. 

Chatswood to Victoria Cross (North 
Sydney), under harbour and to 

Barangaroo etc 

Property 
Acquisitions 

Yes - TBA Yes ς including Cammeray/ 
Naremburn along widening 

n/a 

Spoil/ Truck 
Sites in Area 

Flat Rock Baseball Diamond. 
TBC-St Leonards Park, Base Ball 

Diamond at Flat Rock, Clive 
Park, Artarmon Park, 

Cammeray and Anzac Park. 

TBS ς Anzac Park, Cammeray 
Oval, St Leonards Park, Flat Rock 

Baseball Diamond. 

Chatswood, by barge on harbour, 
Blues Point. 

 

Map of all Coinciding Projects  
(per RMS Scoping Documents and Metro Interactive Map): 

 

                                                           
1 https://www.9news.com.au/national/2017/11/13/17/42/new-harbour-tunnel-estimated-to-cost-7-2b 
2 http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-18/sydney-tunnels-14-billion-price-tag-revealed/8717544?pfmredir=sm 
3 https://www.sydneymetro.info/article/big-dig-new-harbour-metro-crossing-underway 
 

https://www.9news.com.au/national/2017/11/13/17/42/new-harbour-tunnel-estimated-to-cost-7-2b
http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-18/sydney-tunnels-14-billion-price-tag-revealed/8717544?pfmredir=sm
https://www.sydneymetro.info/article/big-dig-new-harbour-metro-crossing-underway
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Issue 1: 

Traffic, Parking and Safety During and After Construction 

The major hub for all three projects will be built at Cammeray 

with another portal/ dive site at Artarmon (next to Artarmon 

Oval).  The scope states that 24hr/ 7 day per week operations 

(BGLF 4.4.3 and 5.4.2) will be in place with heavy equipment in 

use over a 5 to 6 year period throughout residential areas. 

Residents and councils in other areas where tunnels are 

currently being built have experienced 24/7 heavy vehicle 

movements, excessive dust and major parking issues during 

construction.4 The Flat Rock Baseball Diamond off Brook St has 

been earmarked as a potential spoil and preparation site which 

will require continuous truck movement along Brook St/ Flat 

Rock Drive to the portal at Cammeray. As this is a key 

thoroughfare for the community, disruption to traffic flow at 

Brook St would create traffic diversion along Sailors Bay Rd and 

Miller St, past the school over the life of the project.  Traffic 

congestion around Miller/Falcon St, Northbridge and Artarmon 

would also be expected to increase considerably due to spoil 

sites, heavy vehicle movements, preparation sites and 

construction.  

 

The exact number of truck movements at spoil and preparation 

sites are not mentioned within the scoping documents, however 

Northconnex residents impacted by a similar tunnel 

construction, are reporting 70 heavy vehicle5  movements per 

hour and other reports have quoted 5000 per day. The scopes 

set out clearly that there will be significant number of large truck 

movements and disruption (BGLF 4.4.3). Our area has already 

been impacted by increasing commuter traffic and parking issues 

ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ άǇŀǊƪŜŘ ƻǳǘέ ōȅ ŎƻƳƳǳǘŜǊǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ 

nearby transport hubs. During construction we would 

experience considerable increased traffic flow and parking issues 

due to hundreds of heavy vehicles and construction workers 

being parked throughout the area. Other suburbs have 

experienced large articulated trucks idling in local streets waiting 

to be called up for spoil removal which adds to the safety and 

pollution risks. Very sadly a disabled child has died as a result of 

these truck movements during the Northconnex construction 

(reference not included out of respect). 

                                                           
4 https://www.johaylen.com/m4_m5_westconnex_eis_submission 
5https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/hornsby-advocate/pennant-hills-rd-traffic-set-to-get-thousands-

more-trucks-to-build-a-tunnel-to-take-trucks-off-the-road/news-story/bdb7db7c257ac4a94a0a5ed7c918cc5c 

Westconnex M4 Concord Rd WestConnex Facebook 

Page 

Tunnel Portals Westconnex Facebook Page 

Spoil Trucks WestConnex Facebook Page 

https://www.johaylen.com/m4_m5_westconnex_eis_submission
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/hornsby-advocate/pennant-hills-rd-traffic-set-to-get-thousands-more-trucks-to-build-a-tunnel-to-take-trucks-off-the-road/news-story/bdb7db7c257ac4a94a0a5ed7c918cc5c
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/hornsby-advocate/pennant-hills-rd-traffic-set-to-get-thousands-more-trucks-to-build-a-tunnel-to-take-trucks-off-the-road/news-story/bdb7db7c257ac4a94a0a5ed7c918cc5c


5 
 

Revision 1. For and on behalf of Cammeray Public School P & C. For information only, not for publication.  As at July 2018.  

 

 

Children must cross busy roads to access the school. Many of our students must cross Brook and Miller St to access 

school ς the risk of children/ families being harmed on the way to and from school would be increased by volume of 

traffic and a continuous flow of trucks who are under significant time pressure.6 Breathing in dust from spoil 

movements and truck emissions would also be a major health concern for those walking to and from school (see Health 

Section ). It is not clear how the Naremburn Bus route would operate. The BBFL Scope states that there will be: 

άtƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ǘƻ ǊƻŀŘ ǳǎŜǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ōǳǎŜǎΣ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ 
road arrangements or the close proximity of construction activities to noǊƳŀƭ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎέ 

 
The Northern Beaches tunnel scope states that one of the benefits to Northern Beaches Commuters is connectivity, 

which encourages more cars onto the road, however there has been no provision made for additional parking in the 

city or elsewhere. Our suburbs are already being overwhelmed with commuters and parking is very hard to find around 

the school and at home. Without additional commuter parking in the city, commuters will increasingly backflow into 

our suburbs. Studies have shown that more road tunnels and expressways increase vehicle use and traffic around 

portals. Some international cities have moved to remove expressways into the city areas to discourage road use and 

encourage public transport usage. The push to add tunnels to Sydney to relieve congestion appears to be at odds with 

planning priorities in other major cities around the world.  

άIncreasing roads to address congestion is the opposite of what large cities around the world are doing as research 

clearly shows that more roads equal more carsέ.  

Clover Moore in her [ƻǊŘ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ aƛƴǳǘŜ ƻŦ нс WǳƴŜ нлмт cited London Mayor Sadiq Khan who launched the cƛǘȅΩǎ 

new transport strategy saying:  

ά[ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘ мл ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΣ ƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ ƛǎ Ƴƻre and more  

dependent on us reducing our reliance on cars.έ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
6 https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/nsw-truck-deaths-increase-by-86-per-cent-in-12-months-20171221-h08ocu.html 
 

Trucks lined up along Strathallen Avenue, Northbridge  

June 2018 thought to be servicing Metro Dive site 

https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/nsw-truck-deaths-increase-by-86-per-cent-in-12-months-20171221-h08ocu.html
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Issue 2:  

Loss of Green Spaces and Playing Fields 

 

Our green spaces are already under strain due to the need to serve 

the new high-density developments at St Leonards and Crows Nest. 

The project scope indicates that Artarmon Reserve and Clive Park 

will be unusable during (and for a period after) construction. Flat 

Rock Gully also stands to be impacted significantly if a spoil site goes 

ahead on the Baseball Diamond ς the risk of contamination and 

heavy vehicle movements will likely make the Netball Courts and 

pathways around Flat Rock unsafe to use and any run off may affect 

the bush tracks, waterways and Tunks Park. Anzac and Cammeray 

Parks have also been mentioned as potential spoil sites impacting 

sport and school activities such as the Tennis Club and 

Football/Soccer Fields. Whilst the locations of stacks have not yet 

been documented three ventilation stacks have been mentioned 

and media claim that leaked reports have shown proposed 

locations.7 Feedback from the RMS during Northbridge and Anzac 

Park consultations have confirmed that stacks will be placed at 

Cammeray.8 These are very large buildings the size of apartment 

blocks9 which will consume more green space during and after 

construction10 in addition to concentrating pollutants over parks and 

playing fields (further discussed in 5 and 6). 

A significantly large number of children and adults use the sporting fields and facilities in and around the space e.g. 

one of the largest Netball associations in Sydney, Northern Suburbs Netball Association at Bicentennial Reserve (a few 

meters from the Baseball Diamond).  These activities will be significantly impacted by the planned construction and a 

probable spoil site at Flat Rock. Our children and their families use playing fields impacted throughout the construction 

zone from St Leonards Park for junior cricket to Cammeray Park for soccer training to the Willoughby Leisure Centre 

for swimming.  

Saturday morning sport traffic is already at gridlock particularly as Flat Rock Gully Road passes the Shore Playing Fields 

ς both local residents and members of the Shore school community stand to be affected by truck movements, dust, 

odour and construction activities in around Flat Rock. Loss of green space at Clive Park, Artarmon Park (Cross Country), 

Cammeray Park (Tennis/ Golf) and the potential contamination of Tunks Park (School Sport) are significant concerns 

for the school and families. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
7 www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-21/precise-location-of-six-polluting-smokestacks-sydney/8729438 
8 www.northbridgepa.com.au/2017/08/03/survey-result-identifies-residents-concerns/ 
9 https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/news---hot-topics/hot-topics/westconnex/westconnex-stage-3-camperdown-rozelle-
annandale 
10 http://kats15blog.blogspot.com/2006/04/un-filtered-tunnel-raises-concern.html 

Artist Impression of 3 stacks to be built in 

wƻȊŜƭƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƎƻǾΩǘ ƻƴ {ǘŀƎŜ о 

WestConnex 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-21/precise-location-of-six-polluting-smokestacks-sydney/8729438
http://www.northbridgepa.com.au/2017/08/03/survey-result-identifies-residents-concerns/
https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/news---hot-topics/hot-topics/westconnex/westconnex-stage-3-camperdown-rozelle-annandale
https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/news---hot-topics/hot-topics/westconnex/westconnex-stage-3-camperdown-rozelle-annandale
http://kats15blog.blogspot.com/2006/04/un-filtered-tunnel-raises-concern.html
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Issue 3: 

Noise 

 

 

Noise along and around the construction corridor from trucks, drilling, ground work and preparation activities has 

been well documented in the scope (BGLF Scope 5.4). Other communities who have experienced the type of tunnelling 

proposed have experienced extreme noise pollution resulting in stress, lack of sleep and illness.11 12 13The scientific link 

to sleep and learning, health and development is well established. A World Health Organisation Study, conducted 

across Europe over 10 years, came to the conclusion that: 

άǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎ ŜǾidence that exposure to environmental noise has adverse effects on the health of the 

ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƴƻƛǎŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ όǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƛǊ 

ǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴύέΦ14 

Noise pollution affects sleep, concentration and stress levels which in turn impact blood sugars, blood pressure and 

other health factors. Given that the project timeline is 5-6 years, the long term impact of constant noise could be 

ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΦ  

¢ƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ άǉǳƛŜǘέ ǎǳōǳǊōǎ ό.D[C {ŎƻǇŜ рΦпΦмύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǳōǳǊōǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 

ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƛǎŜ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƴƻƛǎŜ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ 

where constancy, volume and timing (i.e. during sleep) is the issue. Any increase in already noisy areas is likely to have 

a greater rather than a lesser impact on health.  Given the topology of the area, noise can travel extended distances 

e.g.) the Cammeray School bell can easily be heard clearly in Naremburn and beyond. Noise pollution is likely to be a 

significant issue for many of our children given the spread of works and number of sites throughout the area. This is 

likely to affect them whilst at school and at home resulting in health, concentration and performance issues. 

 
SUBMISSION BY INNER WEST COUNCIL 
TO SYDNEY MOTORWAY CORPORATION 

ON THE WESTCONNEX STAGE 3 (M4-M5 LINK) CONCEPT DESIGN AUGUST 2017 

ά9ǾŜƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΣ Ƴŀƴȅ 
residents of Haberfield and some residents of St Peters have complained over a long period 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǳƴŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ άƛƴǘƻƭŜǊŀōƭŜέ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎΦ 
The most pressing of these is noise from night-works, as residents continue to suffer health 
problems from sleep deprivation. The impacts are particularly acute when night-works are 
undertaken over a long period without adequate respite periods. They are also acute when 
there are cumulative impacts from overlapping noise envelopes from several construction 

areas, and where contestable project works are undertaken at the same time as noncontestable 
project-related utility relocations and geotechnical investigations. Added to this 
ƛǎ ƴƻƛǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊǳŎƪǎ ƛŘƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΣ ƴƻƛǎŜκǾƛōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǳƴƴŜƭƭƛƴƎΦέ15 

                                                           
11 https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/manly-daily/fears-schoolkids-health-will-be-at-risk-from-beaches-
link-tunnel/news-story/2c352a0a53e31cef40323ce1ee9380be 
12 https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/the-hills/complaints-about-noise-and-damage-to-homes-by-northconnex-
motorway-investigated-and-denied/news-story/2eaca8c02114369f75f6287638011ae3 
13 https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/inner-west/land-under-homes-aquired-for-tunnelling-on-westconnex/news-
story/e78504caedca64ba68a448be5dd768ef 
14 https://www.science.org.au/curious/earth-environment/health-effects-environmental-noise-pollution 
15 https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/ArticleDocuments/239/Inner%20West%20Council%20submission%20on%20M4-
M5%20Link%20Concept%20Design.pdf.aspx 
 

https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/manly-daily/fears-schoolkids-health-will-be-at-risk-from-beaches-link-tunnel/news-story/2c352a0a53e31cef40323ce1ee9380be
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/manly-daily/fears-schoolkids-health-will-be-at-risk-from-beaches-link-tunnel/news-story/2c352a0a53e31cef40323ce1ee9380be
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/the-hills/complaints-about-noise-and-damage-to-homes-by-northconnex-motorway-investigated-and-denied/news-story/2eaca8c02114369f75f6287638011ae3
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/the-hills/complaints-about-noise-and-damage-to-homes-by-northconnex-motorway-investigated-and-denied/news-story/2eaca8c02114369f75f6287638011ae3
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/inner-west/land-under-homes-aquired-for-tunnelling-on-westconnex/news-story/e78504caedca64ba68a448be5dd768ef
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/inner-west/land-under-homes-aquired-for-tunnelling-on-westconnex/news-story/e78504caedca64ba68a448be5dd768ef
https://www.science.org.au/curious/earth-environment/health-effects-environmental-noise-pollution
https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/ArticleDocuments/239/Inner%20West%20Council%20submission%20on%20M4-M5%20Link%20Concept%20Design.pdf.aspx
https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/ArticleDocuments/239/Inner%20West%20Council%20submission%20on%20M4-M5%20Link%20Concept%20Design.pdf.aspx
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Issue 4:  

Environment: Water and Land Contamination 

Health Issues associated with pollution have been well documented in scientific literature and many risks are well 

acknowledged within the scoping document. The potential for Ground Water, Soil Contamination, Water Course 

Contamination, Air Quality Issues, Contamination of waterways and Flora and Fauna Damage are all well documented 

within the scope however given the lack of focus on Cammeray/ Naremburn (and surrounds) it seems unlikely that 

these risks are going to be adequately assessed in our area. The latest Community Update from RMS (Spring 2017) 

stating that environmental assessments have been focussed along the Wakehurst Parkway reinforces this concern.16 

Fig 5-3(BGLF) which outlines the biodiversity features of our area does not show 

one of our most significant water courses ς Flat Rock Gully Creek which flows 

from Artarmon Reserve, through Flat Rock Gully and down into Tunks Park. This 

water course is part of a wildlife protection area which is home to several native 

species (Brown Antechinus, Sacred Kingfishers, Superb Fairywren, Eastern 

Water Dragons, Eastern Yellow Robins, Echidnas, Green Tree Snakes and Dollar 

Birds), historical and Aboriginal sites.17 Flat Rock and surrounds is an area in 

constant use by residents of Northbridge, Naremburn, Artarmon, Cammeray 

and the wider community. Given the proximity of the Baseball Diamond and 

the typical run off flows (see below) it is probable that the creek will become 

polluted with spoil material (crystalline silica18 from Sandstone spoil), 

disturbance of toxic tip materials, construction materials and waste. Any toxic 

material, including pollution fallout, within the area has the potential to affect 

the delicate biosystem of Flat Rock Creek and foreshore areas. 

Flat Rock Gully Water Course and Catchment Map 

 

                                                           
16 http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/documents/projects/sydney-north/western-harbour-tunnel-beaches-link/whtbl-community-
update-november-2017.pdf 
17 www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Environment---Sustainability/nature/walks-and-talks/tracks/ 
18 http://www.stemsafe.com.au/silica-lung-factsheet.pdf 
 

Flat Rock Gully Catchment Map produced by Willoughby Council άStreets to Creeksέ 

http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/documents/projects/sydney-north/western-harbour-tunnel-beaches-link/whtbl-community-update-november-2017.pdf
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/documents/projects/sydney-north/western-harbour-tunnel-beaches-link/whtbl-community-update-november-2017.pdf
http://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Environment---Sustainability/nature/walks-and-talks/tracks/
http://www.stemsafe.com.au/silica-lung-factsheet.pdf



























